C A Proclamation concerningthe carrying and 


recarrying of Letters, aſwell within his Majeſties 
Realmes and Dominions, as into and from 


forreigne parts. 


D Hereas heretofore by direction of His Majeſtie an Agreement 


% was made betwirt Thomas Witherings Eſquire, His Majeſties Polt- 
e maſter foꝛ foꝛreigne parts, and Mounſieur Denoyeau Poſtmaſter to 
, ung, and his Commilſioners, bearing date at Callais, on 

N che eleventh dap of May, Anno Dom. 163 5. That alwell all Letters 
o Paquets, which ſhould be expoꝛted out of this Realme into the 
Kingdome of France, as all ſuch Letters as ſhould be impoꝛted out 
of the ſame Kingdome into the Realme of England, ſhould paſſe by 
the way of Dover, Callais, Bulleyn , Abbevile, and Amiens, and by no other Rode 02 way whatſoe⸗ 
ver, and that all pzivatePoſts, Mellengers, Curryers, and Letter-Carriers(other then ſuch 
Poſts, Curryers, and Meſſengers, as ſhould be nominated and appointed by the ſaid Thomas 
Witherings, And Mounſicur Denoveau) ſhould be prohibited to carry oz recarry any Letter oꝛ Tet⸗ 
ters between either of the laid Kingdomes, which ſaid Agreement being afterwards contei⸗ 
ved to be beneficiall to both States, and ad vantagious in their Commerce, was both by His 
Majeſtie and the French King retipꝛotallp allowed of, And in purſuit whereof the French King 
did by aP2oclamation datedat Paris, the thirteenth day of Apzill, Ann. Dom. : 6 3 7. pꝛohibite all 
the ſaid Poſts, and Curryers accozdingly. - 

Now His Majeſtie like wiſe in purſuance of the laid Agreement, and taking into His Paince- 
ly conſideration how much it impoꝛts the State, and this whole Realme.,that the ſecrets there⸗ 
of be not diſcloſed to foꝛreigne Nations, which cannot be pꝛevented, if a pzomiſcuous ule of 
tranſmitting oꝛ taking up ot fozreigne Letters, by theſe pꝛibate Poſts and Carriers afozeſatd; 
ſhould be ſuffered, which will alſo be no ſmall pꝛejudite to His Merchants in their tradings. 
And foꝛalmuch as there hath lately been complaints made to His Majeſties Embaſſadours in 


R ona. Tic. 


France, that the ſaidCurryersand Letter tarriers, do continually paſſeby the way of Rye and 
Deipe, às koꝛmerly they did, to the great pꝛejudite of Cozreſpondencies; His Maieſtie therefoze 
doth ſtraightly charge and tommand, and Hereby declare His Boyall will and pleaſure to be, 
That from hencekoꝛth no Letters oꝛ Paquets whatſoever ſhall paſſe by the way of Rye and 
Deipe, but all ſhall be tranſmitted by the way of Dover, Callais, Bulleyn, Abbevile, and Amiens, aC- 
coding tothe ſaid Agreement. (And his Maieltie doth hereby pꝛohibite all the ſaid Peſſen- 
gers, and French Poſts, and all other Poſts, and Letter-carriers whatſoever that have foz- 
merly gone by the way of Rye and Deipe, oz any other Polts, Carriers, oz Meſſengers (ercept 
ſuch as ſhall be appointed by the ſaid Thomas Witherings) That they do not pꝛeſume to take up, 
tranſmit, carry, oꝛ recarry any Letters qꝛ Paquets whatſoever into oz from any foꝛreigne 
parts by the laid way of Rye and Deipe, oz by any other way oꝛ Kode whatſoever, upon pain 
of His Majeſties high diſpleaſure, and the pains and penalties which may enſue. And His 
Majeſtic taking further into his conlideration, That the mutuall Commerce and cozreſpon- 
dentie of His Subjects within His Majeſties own Dominions will be as advantagious and 
benelitiall as the Trade with foꝛreigne Nations; And that nothing will moze increaſe and ad- 
vante the ſame, then the ſake and ſpeedie conveying, carrying, and recarrying of Letters from 
one plate to another, And foꝛ the letling and confirming of a Letter Office to that end and 
purpoſe, erected, and conlkituted by His Majeſties Letters Patents, bearing date the twenty 
ſecond day of June, in the thirteenth peer of His Majeſties Reigne. 

Now foꝛ avoiding of all queſtions and ſcruples which might hereafcer ariſe in diſturbance 
of the laid Officer in the laid ſervice, andfo reſtraining of le verall and ſundꝛie abuſes and mil⸗ 
carriages which have lately been, and daily are committed, to the pꝛejudite ofthe ſaid Officer, 
and in contempt of His Majeſties Royall grant and Pꝛoclamation in that behalf; His Ma- 
jeſties Royall will andpleaſure therefoze is, And he doth hereby ſtraightly charge and com- 
mand, That no Poſt oz Carryer whatſoever within His Majeſties Domintons (other then 
ſuch as ſhall benominated and appointed by the laid Thomas Witherings, ſhall pzeſume to take up, 
rarrie, receive, and deliver any Letter oz Letters, Paquet oꝛ Paquets whatſoever to any ſuch 
place oz places where the ſaid Thomas Witherings ſhall have ſetled Poſts accozding to the ſaid 
Gꝛant (Except a particular Meſſenger ſent on purpoſe with Letcers by any man foꝛ his own 
occaſions, oꝛ Letters by a friend, oz by common known Carriers who are hereby permitted to 
carrie any Letters along with their Carts, Waggons, and Packhozſes, travelling with the 
ſame the oꝛdinarie known Journeys that common Carriers uſe to travell. 

P20vided alwayes, That they, noꝛ any of their ſervants, at no time ſtay at the place from 
whence they carrie any Letters above eight houres after their Carts, Waggons, oz Pack- 
hoꝛſes are departed, noꝛ bzing any Letters to London, oz elſewhere, above eight Houres be- 
foꝛe the ſaid Carts, Waggons, oꝛ Packhozſesſhall come there. And if any Poſt, Meſſenger, 
oꝛ Letter - Carrier whatſoever , ſhall offend contrarie to His Majeſties Pꝛotlamation, upon 
complaint thereof made, His Majeſtie will cauſe a ſevere and eremplary puniſhment to be in⸗ 
flicted upon the offendo2s therein. And His Majeſties further pleaſure is, That it ſhall and 
may be lawful to and foꝛ the laid Thomas Witherings and his Deputies, that do oꝛ ſhall exetute the 
ſaid Office, to habe, reteibe, and take foꝛ the poztage and conveyance of all Letters that he oz 
they ſhall receive, carrie, and recarry in England as àfoꝛeſaid, Two pence a ſingle Letter, and 
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ai pente d donde ann fozb bigger ur! pente the Dunce if under eighty Miles, And from eight 

Miles to one hundꝛed and keurtymues, four pence the ſingle, and eight pence the double Aas 
and foz bigger, nine pence the Ounce; And fo2 one hundzed and fourtie miles o2 above, 
ſix pence the lingle Letter, twelve pence the double Letter, and ik bigger, twelve pence the 
<unce: And koꝛ Letters of lreland, he oz they ſhall take accozding to a Pꝛoclamation publiſhed 
by the LozdDeputy and Councell there, nine pence the ſingle Letter, and if bigger, after two 
ſhillings fir pence the Ounte, actoꝛding as the ſame are limited in His Majeſties Letters Pa- 
tents akoꝛeſaid. And if any Poſt-boy oꝛ other Servant to the ſaid Maſter of the ſaid Letter 
Office, his Deputies oꝛ Allignes ſhall receive oz take any Poſt oꝛ Poſtage twice foꝛ any Letter 
oꝛ Paquet which he oz they ſhall carry oꝛ recarry, as atozelaid, contrary to the true meaning 
hercof; Then his Majeſtie doth hereby authozize, will, and require, That the next Jultite, and 
Juſtices of Peace upon complaint thereof made to him oꝛ them, do puniſh the parties ſo of- 
fending, accozding to their deſerts, in an exemplarie way, that others may be deterred from 
abuſing His Subjects, in like kinde and manner. And His Majeſtie doth further require and 
command all His Subjects, aſwell Aliens, and Dentizens, and others, That they ſhall not 
deliver, oꝛ cauſe to be delivered any Letters ozPaquets to any of the ſaid French Poſts, oz other 
Fozraine oꝛ Inland Poſts, Meſſcngers, oꝛ Letter Carriers whatſoever, to be carried from 
any of the places where the ſaid Thomas Witherings ſhall have ſetled Poſts within His Majeſties 
Dominions, oꝛ to be carried out of His Majeſties Realmes into any Foꝛrain parts, upon pain 
of his high indignation, and ſuch puniſhment as may be furtherinflicted. 

And laſtly, His Majeſtie doth hereby charge, and command the Matoꝛs of Rye, Dover, Can- 
terbury, Ipſwich, Yarmouth, Norwich, Barwick, Newcaſtle, Yorke, Cheſter, Exeter, Plymouth, Salisbury, 
Briſtoll, and all other Juſtices of Peace, Maioꝛs, Sheriffes,Bailiffs,Conſlables,Headbozoughs, 
and all other His Majeſties Officers, Minilters, and loving Subjects whatloever, to be aiding 
and aſſiſting to the ſaid Thomas Witherings, and to take care to ſee the due execution of His ſaid 
MajeſtiesP:oclamation, And that they ſuffer none within their Liberties to offend againſt 
the ſame, as they will anſwer the contrary at their uttermoſt perils. 


Given at Our Court at V Vhitehall, the eleventh day of February, Anno Dom. 
1 63 7. Andin the thirteenth yeer of Qur Reigne 


God ſave the King. 
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— at es by Robert Barker, Printer 


co the Kings moſt me Majeſtic : And by 
che Aſsignes of John Bill. 1637. 


